
school students on the shores 

of Lake Winnipesaukee. 

C.A.M.P.S. stands for Christ 

As My Personal Savior. Being 

on team for Camps I have 

seen how a week of very 

interactive activates, tremen-

dous speakers, morning 

chapel and so much more 

crumble and break down 

walls of inhibition and build a 

strong foundation of faith in 

the students attending.  

The summer retreats mixed 

in with our ramped up sum-

mer program when students 

need to be connected with 

Christ the most has been a 

catalyst in our program for 

many years and has allowed 

us to see the many fruits.  

Please keep the students and 

adult leaders in your prayers 

as they venture off on a sum-

mer of Christ filled activities 

and faith formation. 

Sacred Heart youth Group is 

already in full swing lining up 

this summers retreats. We 

have an overwhelming num-

ber of students this year 

signed up for multiple retreats 

we attend every summer. The 

first one is Steubenville East; 

this retreat has been held at 

LaSalette Shrine in July for 

over 15 years. Each year over 

2400 students from the 

Northeast attend this re-

treat . Steubenville East has 

proven year after year to be a 

life changing experience for 

the many students we have 

brought over the years. The 

most important part of the 

weekend is Saturday night 

when Jesus is presented in the 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament.  There are na-

tional keynote speakers, mu-

sic and much more.  

SoulFest is next in line. Soul- 

Fest is a weekend of faith and 

music with workshops and 

speakers for teens and youth 

groups. SoulFest provides an 

opportunity for teens to 

discover that there is clean 

wholesome music that they 

like and can relate to that is 

most importantly Christ cen-

tered.  

Summer still holds one more 

retreat ,CAMPS. This is a 

week long retreat for high 
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Youth Group Keeps Growing and Busting at the Seems 

Ten years and counting and ready to 

bust at the seamsé..Hello, my name is 

Rich Madaglia and I have been working 

with and coordinating the youth 

ministry program here at Sacred 

Heart going on 10 years.  I am 

amazed at the growth of our pro-

gram as well as the growth and 

faith of the many students of the 

program.  In recent years we have 

had 15 ð 20 students each 

Wednesday night, then we grew 

to 25 ð 35 and now for the past 

several months 45-55 students 

from our surrounding community, 

and some from beyond that, at-

tend our program.  I often step back 

and ask myself what is different about 

our program than the many others in 

Lynn and the surrounding communi-

ties.  Two things come to mind ð first 

and foremost is who we keep our 

focus onéHe would be Jesus Christ.   

òJesus is in the center of all we do, in 

our lives, and in the center of our 

hearts.ó   This statement is echoed 

almost weekly because for several 

years whenever a new student comes to 

our program he/she is introduced to the 

chair, more specifically the òJesus chairó.  

This chair is an unfinished wooden 

chair that clearly says òJesusó on it.  

Every new student is introduced to 

and has the opportunity to sign the 

chair knowing that òwherever two or 

more are gathered in My name, I am 

among youó.  The other aspect I at-

tribute to our growth is the students 

themselves.  They are the ones who 

evangelize and become the Light on 

the Hill inviting, bringing, and sharing 

their faith and lives with Christ with 

others.  Both of these aspects reflect 

our mission statement which is explained 

in more detail in another article in this 

newsletter.  Busting at the seams is a good 

thing or should I say òGodó thing! 



come to know Jesus a lot better; 

not just as someone kept in the 

back of my mind, but as the 

someone I can turn to no matter 

what because I know and have 

learned that He gave His life so 

that I could be saved.  In Psalms 

119:105, it says, òThy word is a 

lamp to my feet, and a light unto 

my path; and this is definitely 

how I personally feel about the 

Light of Christ.  The youth lead-

Tiana 

Attending Sacred Heart Youth 

Group has been one of my top 

priorities in life and my life has 

been drastically changed by being 

a part of the Youth Group family 

for about three years.  During 

the couple of years I have been 

in the group, I have learned a lot 

more about myself, my religion, 

and how I can witness the Word 

of God to others.  Through the 

youth group I have met many 

new people who have really 

changed my outlook on life and 

how I can live my life with Christ 

in the center.  Youth Group has 

taught me that my religion is a 

very important part of my life 

and that I definitely do need 

Jesus Christ to make all things 

possible.  Going on retreats and 

just attending regular youth 

group nights has made me a 

much happier person and I have 

ers at our youth group have 

definitely enforced this verse 

because they teach us that Jesus 

has a path carved out for you 

and His light will guide you 

through the path and He will 

keep you safe the whole way 

through.   All in all, I most defi-

nitely encourage you to let all of 

the high school and middle 

school children that you know 

come and visit us at youth group  

SACRED HEART  YOUTH  GROUP IN  NEED  OF SPONSORS FOR YOUTH  RETREATS 

Tiana Toribio òHow Youth Group made a difference in my Lifeó 

changed my life in many ways.  I 

started to go to church, retreats, 

and everything to do with Jesus.  

Thanks to the directors of youth 

group, Rich and Glynis, I have 

received my 3 sacraments 

(baptism, 1st communion, and 

confirmation).  I always won-

dered what it was like to be 

Catholic.  Now I know and love 

it.  It has changed my life by be-

ing Catholic and experiencing 

what Jesus did for us.  I will 

never go a day without youth 

group and praying with Jesus. 

Cassie Flynn òHow Youth Group made a difference in my Lifeó 

Youth group has changed my life.  

It all started when I was having 

dinner with my family on an 

Easter night.  What I did that 

night was ask my Mom and older 

sister why Jesus died?  When 

they gave me the answer I still 

didnõt understand.  My friend 

Cassie Sims then asked me if I 

would like to go to youth group.  

Ever since then I have been going 

every Wednesday night.  It has 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the economy in a crunch 

and every penny sometimes 

being scrutinized, we too are 

feeling the pain of looking at the 

possibility this year of not being 

able to provide a means for 

many of the students in our pro-

gram to attend this years sum-

mer retreats.  We do all that we 

can and the students themselves 

do as much as they can to try to 

raise funds from their own pock-

ets, jobs, and families but all to 

often it still falls short.  We are 

seeking sponsors for the stu-

dents to be able to attend this 

summers life changing retreats. 

If you are in a position finan-

cially and would like to sponsor 

one of the students, may it be 

for only a few dollars or if possi-

ble a full scholarship to one of 

the retreats, we would love to 

hear from you. 

You can call us at 781-595-8859 

or email at Lynnyouth@aol.com 

Donations can also be sent to 

Sacred Heart Parish Youth Min-

istry ,571 Boston Street, Lynn, 

MA 01905 

We hope you would prayerfully 

consider helping the students 

this year to be able to have an 

encounter with Jesus by your 

help and support. 

Blessings, 

Rich Madaglia 

Coordinator Youth Ministry 

Sacred Heart Parish Lynn 
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The Greatest 

Commandment  

òJesus replied:  ôLove 
the Lord your God 

with all your heart and 
with all your soul and 
with all your mind.õ  

This is the first and the 
greatest 

commandment.  And 
the second is like it:  
ôLove your neighbor as 
yourself.õ  All the Law 
and the Profits hang 

on these two 

commandments.ó  

(Matt. 22:37-40) 

and hopefully they too will be-

come part of our family and their 

life may be changed the way 

mine was. 



Youth group changed my 

life because I did not really 

know about God and did-

nõt pray.  It brought me 

closer to God and let me 

grow in my faith.  Iõve real-

ized that He is always 

there and I have such an 

amazing support system.  

Also, there are so many 

great people that attend 

and have become my 

friends and have helped my 

make better decisions in 

my life. 

 

Cassie Simms òHow Youth Group made a difference in my Lifeó 

Danny Conners òHow Youth Group made a difference in my Lifeó 
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The Great 

Commission  

  òTherefore for go 
and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of 
the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey 
everything I have 

commanded you.  And 
surely I am with you 
always, to the very 

end of the age.  

(Matt. 28:19-20) 

Hello, my names is Danny Conners, and I go to the Sacred 

Heart Youth Group. Now, I never expected to ever take 

youth group seriously.  As time went on I started to make 

connections with everybody. I started to regain my faith in 

God. Youth group was nothing I expected it to be. When-

ever I go there, itõs a positive environment. I've never had 

anybody motivate me more than they have at youth group. I 

can honestly say I've made everlasting friendships from going 

to youth group. When I received my sacraments it was just 

amazing to know that 99% of the youth group was sitting 

next to me. Youth group and everyone there have changed 

my life forever. 

a second family than friends 
now. Even more importantly 
than the friends I've made is 
the relationship I've formed 
with God. Through youth 
group, I've developed a love 
for God and an understanding 
that He's always with me. I've 
learned that Jesus is my best 
friend. I could write pages 
and pages on what the youth 
group has done and what it 
means to me, but that still 
wouldn't be enough. It is diffi-

Rich asked me to write a 
paragraph about the youth 
group and how it's changed 
my life. My response was, 
"only a paragraph?" I've 
thought many times about 
how drastically different my 
life would be had I never 
gone to youth group. I would-
n't be who I am today without 
it. Because of youth group, I 
have a group of friends that I 
know I can fully rely on no 
matter what. They're more of 

cult to put into words such a 
life changing experience as 
the SHYG. All I can say is, 
the greatest decision I've ever 
made was the first meeting I 
ever went to. 

Abbie Singleton òHow Youth Group made a difference in my Lifeó 

Sacred heart Youth Group Good Friday  

Solemn Service  


